NATURE 863 of loss felt by his colleagues. Prior to his appoint-
ment to the chair of pathology at Sheffield, Douglas was lecturer in this subject at the Universities of Birmingham and Manchester (1911-15) .
Douglas was primarily interested in problems of immunity, but he also published some work on morbid anatomy. The most fruitful period of research included the years 1914 and 1915. In these years he published a paper on "The Cytology of the Blood in Passive Immunity", and, with the collaboration of Prof. Boycott, other papers on the composition of the tissue fluids. His other publications dealt with the adsorption of agglutinin and other immune bodies by charcoal (with Prof. Dreyer), the effect of diaphyte tubercle vaccination in guinea-pigs, relapsing pyrexia in lymphadenoma (with Prof. Arthur Hall), a study of cardiographic tracings from the base of the human heart, and the invasion of the pericardium by malignant tumours. As an investigator his work was characterised by meticulous exactness.
Douglas was born in 1879 at Leicester, the elder son of Mr. Claude Douglas, consulting surgeon to the Leicester Infirmary, and brother of Dr. C. G. Douglas, F.R.S., the distinguished Oxford physiologist. He was educated at Wyggeston Grammar School, Haileybury College, and at Christ Church, Oxford. He graduated at Oxford in 1902 and entered St. George's Hospital. After qualifying he studied abroad, mostly at Copenhagen and Dresden, as a Radcliffe travelling fellow. In 1911 he married Mary Victoire, the daughter of Mr. Richard Brice, of Burnham, Somerset. He has left behind him the best memorial any man could wish -the reputation of an able scientific worker and administrator of unlimited kindness and geniality.
TnE death has occurred in Vienna of Prof. Guido Holzknecht at the age of fifty-eight years. Holzkneeht was one of those medical men who took up the scientific study of X-rays soon after their discovery.
He was responsible for the exploitation of X-rays especially in the field of examination by means of the fluorescent screen.
In the years before the War he was perhaps more responsible than anyone for perfection in this technique, and at the Vienna General Hospital it was developed to such an extent that photography in X-ray work was of minor account. Holzknecht was a prolific writer, and there is scarcely a branch of radiology upon which he did not make important contributions. His device known as the chromoradiometer was an early attempt at measuring the doses of X-rays given to the surface of the body. Holzknecht was a big figure in the X-ray world, whether from a diagnostic or therapeutic point of view, and by his work during the last thirty years, in which, unhappily, he suffered what proved to be fatal damage to himself, he did much to put the subject on a scientific basis.
MR. EnwARD STRP, who died on Nov. 8, aged seventy-five years, was widely known in the world of entomology and natural history, and by his books was undoubtedly one of the pioneers of the popular study of Nature. He had just completed a book on" Bees, Wasps, Ants, and Allied Insects of the Wayside and Woodland", which will be published shortly. For more than fifty years Mr.
Step had been a member of the South London Entomological and Natural History Society, was one of its early presidents, and was to have been president for the coming year. He was also a fellow of the Linmean Society. In 1928 he was president of the British Empire NaturaliBts' Association.
WE regret to announce the following deaths: Prof. Edward S. King, Phillips professor of astronomy in the Harvard College Observatory, known for his pioneer work in photographic photometry, on Sept. 10, aged seventy years.
Dr. John Sampson, formerly librarian in the UniverBity of Liverpool, known for his work in gypsy lore, and author of "The Dialect of the Gypsies of Wales," on Nov. 8, aged sixty-nine years.
Prof. Charlotte A. Scott, formerly professor of mathematics in Bryn Mawr College, the first woman wrangler in the University of Cambridge, on Nov. 8, aged seventy-three years.
Major U. P. Swinburne, formerly Chief Inspector of Mines of the Union of South Africa, on Nov. 7, aged sixty-two years.
News and Views.
D&s. lloscH and Bergius, who share the Nobel prize for chemistry in 1931, represent German developments in industrial chemistry which have earned the admiration of the whole scientific and industrial world and have stimulated extensive researches along parallel lines in other countries. Dr. Bosch's name is indissolubly associated with that of Prof. Haber in regard to the catalytic production of ammonia from atmospheric nitrogen, whilst Dr. Bergius's researches on the production of volatile hydrocarbons by hydrogenation of organic material under pressure have already given us the expressive term 'berginisation '. Thus the fame of each rests on the reaction of hydro-No. 3238, VoL. 128] genation under pressure leading to materials of international importance. The catalytic synthesis of ammonia originated with Haber and van Oordt's work in 1905, when atmospheric prt!ssure was employed, but as the work progressed, and wa.'i taken up by Nernst, Jost, and others, the question of providing adequate experimental facilities for working under pressure arose ; the process was adopted by the Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik in 1910, and Dr. C. Bosch, whose name is particularly associated with studies on the catalyst poisons, took a prominent part in its development. The suCCl>Ss with which his pio:i('ering investigations were conducted is illustrated
